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Once upon a time I was at an art expo 
with a former friend and he made a 
comment that none of what was on view 
was “real” art because it wasn’t oil on 
canvas in a heavy gold frame. I was 
shocked and disgusted. I wholeheartedly 
believe that only small, close-minded indi-
viduals could possibly belividuals could possibly believe that. There 
is beauty in the horror, the ugliness, and 
the revulsion. All art deserves to live, be 
created, be felt. It takes a very special 
person to see past the dirt, disfigurement 
and vileness. To see underneath it to the 
delicately fragile membranes of the moth’s 
wing as it becomes consumed wing as it becomes consumed by flames.
Ever since I was a little girl I lived my life 
in the imaginary world, I could retreat 
inside myself and create planets and 
galaxies of my own. To this day I can 
nestle inside my mind and walk the halls 
of my creations. 
The book is rooted in Phantasmagoria, 

sequence of real or imaginary images like those seen in a dream, or a nightmare. It should 
come as no surprise that peculiarity and I go hand in hand. I have an endless fascination with 
the morbid, the grotesque, and the saturnine. The grotesque is inherently associated with the 
feminine - taciturn and changeful. That thinking has long shaped depictions of the female 
body, including archetypes of sexual or environmental threat, like concubines, femmes fatales, 
and mothers. The contemporary grotesque is interested in underlining the way that bodies 
that are different from the norm, or that, in deviating from impossible standards, are treated 
as abeas aberrant or monstrous. My grotesque psyche reclaims this power by owning and reimagining 
flesh and blood. My world reflects that, as does Volume 37. 
Here you will find images that are slightly off, slightly discomforting, slightly intolerable yet 
slightly intoxicating. I hope you have the stomach for them.
Welcome to the issue. 





















































































































































 | Story by Jen Ruane |



















































































































































































































 | Art by Miemo Penttinen | Supernatural by Tiana Brooks |








































